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(& (& After awhile, people just forget. | don't want people to forget.”
Marto Blanco

FOUNDATION
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Continued from Page 1

Today, a tree sp)lls shade
and shadows across a heart-
shaped headstonc that de-
pices Raven's smile from one
of her last school pictures.
It is among Blanco’s favar-
ite lmagesaf(he child who'd
Iooked just like him.

oot st year, he bled

his gricf by the rectangle of she

faded grass at Forest Lawn
Cemetery in Norfolk. When
all else felt wrong, the grave
site felt ri,

begun his fam-
ily later inlife. He'd traveled
from Long Island to Califor-
nia to Texas and back home

a construction com-

and they lived a com-
Fortable, bappy Life.
Until that day.
Nearly four years have
still Blanco visits
the grave 5o aften he keeps
a lawn chair in the back of

his truck.

In October, her grave was
decorated with a purple,
fricndly-faced ghost. In De-
cember, the Blancos P].lmed
ornaments on the trec's bare
limbs.

There are dozens of me-
m:nms y:nr ruund A ce-

el figurine,
nu hap cup, Ra
E&cydz ot atinof
uny souvenirs Blanco picl
up on family trips.

One shivering-cald day
in late fall, Blanco, now 55,
stood at her headstone and

‘wondered how March

could fmlhlwbuﬂlymndly
and a hundred years

He pulled up the hood
on his tic-dyed sweatshirt.
There was a mist in the air
and in his cyes. Hi
head. “After a while, people
just forget. I don’t want peo-
ple to forget”

This is how Blanco remem-
it
He and Robin and Raven
arrived at the dentist with

& few minutes to spare. The
staff gave the S-year-ald

She'd hadit before; it would
keep her awake but help her
relax as she waited with her
parents in the lobby.

PBut something seemed dif-
ferent this time, Blanco said.
She commented on the sed-
ative's sour taste, then be-
came 3
The s[a!'iyascnned Ra-
ven to her room. But first,
handed Blanco the pinli
ring.

Hold my cyes, she told him.
T love you.

A couple of patients left
ni(hry waited. Another onc

in
Why is there an ambu-
lance out new|
asked the receptionist.

Someone in the back
stopped  breathing, she
said

Raven was the only one
still there. Robin ran to her.
Tt was Blancosaud

life.

Twice, he traveled to South
Africa, where he had busi-
ness connections. Struck by
the poverty of children he
saw 1n the streets, he hand-
«ed out 100 soccer balls. His
reward was smile-crinkled
faces, little hands clingi
pron Iy to something of

He fdt alive

Later, he donated $10,000
for a gmundbr:lkmg on
a recreation and worship
center for the children
there. He cquipped them
with four months of dental
hygicne products.

Back in Virginia, Blanco
laid the groundwerk for a
charitable organization in
Raven’s name. He put an-
other $10,000 into a black-
tie fundraiser to kick it off.

aven Maria Blanco
Foundation would advocate

Palice.
The palice restrained them
as an unresponsive Raven
leftinan

preparedness
in deatal offices across the
country. It would petition
dental

Bl he will never

every
state, ltwnulrllrybcgnmm—

know the intricacies of what

died from com-
plications of dental scdation.
It was ruled dental

in dental facilitics that offer
free and discounted servic-

con- s and to schools and parks
and wherever

clse they were
lacking,
leﬂllcl

A year later, the Virginia
Board of Dentistry alleged
that Raven's dentist had
failed to perform a pre-op-
crative asscssment, obtamn
an updated health history,
continuously monitor Ra-
ven's blood pressure, prop-
erly document vital signs
and proficicntly handle

provide woth-shaped “c
fart pillows” for young pl—
tients to r.'lulchdurmg visits
to the dentist

When Blnn:n hands out
the pillows, he talks about
Raven. He talks about how
important it is for dentists
to be prepared for emer-
gencics.

d complica-
tions. He was summoned to
informal conference in
Richmond, where the den-
tal board ed that his
record-keeping was inad-
equate. The board cleared
him of all other wrongdo-
i ordered the dentist
to complete seven hours of
continuing cducation and
risk management, accard-
ing to its recn

The Blancos filed a civil
suit in Virginia Beach Cir-
cuit Court. Months passcd,
then years. The case was
settled out of court in 2009,
and the terms were kept con-
fidential.

Blance had to get on with

He death
alife.

Drownings and gunfire
claim mare young lives
emergencies, but such
deaths have occurred st least
once a year since 1996,

Nineteen children died in
that 14-year span, based an
unofficial counts.

There is no formal report-
ing system, said Larry San-
grik, a dentist who lectures

y om emergency pre-
parcdness in the dental pro-
fession and keeps track of
the issue. Heand others rely
mostly on media n:pnrrs

Deaths seem to be on the
rise; cight of the 19 occurred
1n the past two ycars. A ma-

Robin and Mario Blanco held a ball inlMlhnlmﬁlmufwﬂnllmdalmm
created to ntal effices.

jority died from complica-
tions of dental sedation -
which dental associations
still consider overwhelm-
ingly safe if done properly.
“Where 1 sce a great
shortfall in the profession
as a wholc is most arc not
equipped to assist a non-
breathing paticnt,” San-

grlk.s-d
In May, Blancoread about

the death of a 6-year-old
Richmond boy named Ja-
cobi Hill

He was getting cavity fill-
ings and caps; he went into
cardisc arrest -a breath-
ing tube was removed, ac-
cording to media reports.

Blanco went to Jacebi's
funcral.

SET UPTO SAVE LIVES
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Then he hired someone to
run Raven'’s foundation full-
time. If it was left to him, he
imd,thcy gcmowh:-:

Nu:nl: Cunha, his niece,

had the time and know-how,
By fall, she'd joined forces

with Sangrik and the Insti- dorsed

tutc ufMedu:al Emecrgency
Pre; wants cv-
ery dentist 10 adopt the in.
stitute’s concept known as
the Six Links of Survival -
a checklist that includes a
plan, a manual, mock drills
and the cquipment and med-
ications to handle emergen-
cics.

Cunha oversaw the cre-
ation of a public service an-
nouncement featuring San-

memorial

A photograph of Raven Maria
Blanco i displayed ata
masquerade ballin October
held to raise funds for a
foundation established in her
name.

Mineteen children have died
in the past 14 years in dental
emergencies. Raven's death at
age in 2007, after she ook a

sedative for a routine dental
am ing, was one of
them.

grik and Blanco. She will
ship out 200 this week to
dental associations, boards,
malpracticc and anesthetic
companics and dental ven-
dors.

Sangrik will lead a Vir-
ginia Dental Association-en-

course an em:

ergency
preparcdncss in Richmond

this spring.

Itis ca]]edr_thmn Ma-
ria Blanco Foundation Lec-
ture.

Blanco believes it will
save alif

Pilot writer Jennifer Jiggetts
contributed to this report.

KristinDavis, (757) 222-5131,
kristin.davis@pilotonline.com

ALL SPAS, INDOOR,

OUTDOOR, & WICKER
TURE ARE ON

CLEARANCE!

Martin Luther
King Day Sales
Event

All 2011 Jacuzzi

.lale)uui In'lremill:m 5 inm Hot Tub:

Starting At Marked Down At
Least

$3000.00

All 2011 Mira Hot Tubs
Marked Down At Least

$zooo.oo

REG §35,000
One In Stock
NOW $19,999.00 (Installed)

Last Day To Save $1000'S On The Top
Manufacturers In Spas And Patio Furniture.

Sale Ends Toda
at 6:00

Complete
Sets
Starting At
$399.00

Save Up To
$1500.00
On Outdoor
Wicker Sets
p 1

Save Up To

Pictures are for

‘with any other oifer.

3 Jann
Discounts end January 17th zo11.
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